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2. SUMMARY: THIS CABLE REVIEWS THE CASE OF PROFZSSOR ==
3ORIS WEISFEILER, AN AMERICAN CITIZEN WHQO DISAPPERRED IN
JANUARY, 1585, WHILE BACKPACKING 'IN SOUTH CENTRAT. CHILE.

AFTER OFFERING A BASIC DESCRIPTICN, THE C-’A.BLN DISCUSSES
TEZ EFFORTS MADE TO LOCATE PROFESSOR WZISFEILER, AS WELL
AS THE JUDICIAL AND INVESTIGATORY ASDECT: QF THE (CASE.
INFORMATION ONLY RECENTLY RECEIVED BY THE EM3ASSY WOULD,
IT CONFIRMED, THROW A WHOLE NEW LIGHT ON WEISFEILER'S
DISAPPEARANCE. THIS INFORMATION IS CURRENTLY BEXING
TVALUATED. SEPTEL WILL REPORT FURTHER DEVELCPMENTS.

IN TEE MEANTIME, THIS TELEGRAM REMAINS VALID AS A

-

REZPORT ON EMBASSY ACTIONS TO DATE. END SUMMARY.

3. BASIC DESCRIPTION OF THE CASE: MR. BORIS WEISFEILER,
A NATURALIZED AMERICAN CITIZEN BORN IN THE SOVIET UNION,
AND PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS AT PENN STATE UNIVERSITY
TRAVELED TO CHILE ON DECEMBER 25, 1984 INTENDING TO
SPEND SEVERAL WEEKS IN A SOLITARY BACKPACKING EXP=EDITION

CuE f'.'ﬂ:.' \“9 it ) t
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IN THE MOUNTAINS ALONG THE ARGENTINE-CHILEAN FRONTIER =
IN THE LOS ANGELES-CHILLAN AREA OF CHILE. WEISFEZILER HAD -

PURCHASED A ROUND-TRIP TICKET TO RETURN TO THE UNITED

STATES AND WAS CARRYING COPIES OF TOPOGRAPHIC M2P2S OF

THIS SECTION OF CHILE WHICH HE HAD OBTAINED IN THE

JNITED STATES. ACCORDING TC REPORTS FROM FRIENDS AND
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BELATIVES, WZISFEILER WAS A HIGHLY EXDERIENCED BACKDACKER
AND EAD TAKEN SOLITARY BACKPACKING TRIZPS IN SPAIN AND
ZTASKA ON DREVIOUS OCCASIONS. HE AL30 REPCRTEDLY MANLGEED
TO ESCAZE TROM THE S0VIET UNION IN 1375 BY WALKING OUT
QVERLAND. PROFESSOR WEISFEILER SPOKE LITTLE SPANISH.

4 ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY OF TWO HOTEL EMPLOYEES

CONTRAINED IN A REZPORT PREPARED BY CHILEAN INVESTIGATIONS
DOLICE, WEISFEILEZR SPENT THE EVENING OF DECEMBER 26, 198
IN THE HOTEL MARISCAL ALCAZAR IN THE CHILEAN CITY OF LOS
ANGEZLES, LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 500 KILOMETERS -TC THE S0U
OF SANTIAGO. ON JANUARY 3RD,” I'985 AROUND 1730 HOURS,
WEISFEILZR WAS REPORTEDLY SEEN .IN THE NUBLE CANYON,
LOCATED ABQUT 125 KILOMETERS A5 THE CROW FLIES TO THE
NORTHEAST OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES, 2Y A LOCAL RESIDEN
NAMzD JOSE ANIBAL LOPEZ BENAVIDES, ALSO KNOWN LOCALLY
JAS "CHECO." COMMENT: EXACTLY HOW WEISFEILER TRAVELED
BETWZEZN LOS ANGELES AND THE NUBLE CANYON, ASSUMING HE IN
FACT DID SPEND THE NIGHT IN LOS ANGELES, IS UNCLEAR:
SEVERAL POTENTIAIL ROUTES ARE AVAILARLE, ONE QOF WEICH
INVOLVES CROSSING THE CHILEAN-ARGENTINE FRONTIER. EACH
DOTENTIAL RQUTE, HQOWEVER, WOULD PRESENT DIFFICULTIES EVE
FOR AN EXPERIENCED BACKPACKER. END COMMENT.

5. ACCORDING TOC THD TLSTIMONY OF JOSZE LOPRZ, WZISFLILER
AND HE CONVERSED THROUGH SIGN_LANGUAGE AND USING
WERISFEILER'S MINIMAL SPANISH CaPaABTILITIES, HAZRED FOOD,
(Em?fbémlfﬁr —
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AND SPENT THE NIGHT TOGETHER ALONG WITH A THIRD PERSON
WHQO IS A SHEEPHERDER IN THE AREA. WEISFEILER SHOWED
LOPEZ VARIOUS ITEMS - INDICATING THAT HE WAS AN AMERICAN,
"AND OFFERED HIM A SMALL AMOUNT OF AMERICAN MONZY, WHICH
LOPEZ STATED HE REFUSED WHEN HE NOTICED THAT WEISFEILER
WAS CARRYING LITTLE MONEY. ON THE MORNING CF JANUARY 4
ABOUT 0900 HOQURS, LOPEZ AND .THE SHEEPHZRDER, BY SOME
ACCOUNTS HELPED WEISFEILER CROSS FROM THE SOUTH TO THE
NORTH BANK OF THE NUBLE RIVER BY HORSEBACK AT A LOCATION
ENOWN AS "VALLE HERMOSO." (COMMENT: BECAUSE OF THE

TURNS IN THE NUBLE RIVER, WE HAVE USED THXZ CONVENTICN OF
REFERRING TO THE LEFT BANK OF THE RIVER AS SOUTH, AND THE
RIGHT BANK AS NORTH,AS VIEWED LOOKING DOWNSTREAM.ENDCOMME
LOPEZ STATED THAT HE TRIED TO INDICATE TO WEISFEILE

THE LOCATION OF A CABLEWAY NORMALLY USED TO CROSS THE

LOS SAUCES TRIBUTARY OF THE NUBLE RIVER, WHICH HE WOULD
HAVE TO CROSS IF HE TRAVELLED DOWNSTREAM ALONG THEZ NORTH
3ANK VIA A DATH ON THE NORTH BANK OF THE NUBLE. THIS
SATH IS THE MAIN ONE USED TO ARRIVE AT SAN FABIAN DE
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ALICO,

ED TO CATCH A RETURN 3US
TO SANTIAGO, ACCORDING TC TEE s

TIMONY OF JOSE LO2ZZ.

I3
=
E

FROM WHERE WZISFEILER HO
m

6. LUILS ALBERTO LOPZZ B., TEE BROTZEZR O“ JOSE LOPEZ
LATER TESTIFIED THAT ABOUT 1700 HOURS ON THE SAME DAY
QF JANUZRY 4, 19835, HE OBSZRVED AN INDIVIDUAL DR:SSE IN
MILITARY-TYPE

CLOTHING AND WEARING A BACKPACK WHO PASSID
IN FRONT OF HIS HQUSE

GOING IN THE DIRECTION OF TEHE
EL ROBLE CARARINERO STATION. THL EL ROBLE CAXRABINERO
QUTPOST IS LOCATED IN THE NUEBLE RIVER VALLEY 18 KILOMETE
NORTHWEST (TEHAT IS, DOWNSTREAM FROM THE LOCATION WHERE
WEZISFEILER REPORTEDLY CROSSED THE NUBLE ON HORSEBACK
WITH JOSE LOPEZ AND THE SHEEEPHERDER. THE EL ROBLE OUTPO

:’“_' I r“;:-“--‘_:;_' -
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IS SITUATED SO AS TO PERMIT CONTROL OF ANYONE ATTEMPRTING
TO ENTER OR EXIT CHILE BY MEANS OF THE SEVERAL FRONTIER
PASSES LOCATED IN THE VICINITY. LUIS LOPEZ-TESTIFIED
THAT SINCE HE THOUGHT THIS PERSON MIGHT BE SOMEONE
CROSSING THE CHILEAN-ARGENTINE FRONTIER ILLEGALLY,
POSSIBLY AN “EXTREMIST®, AND SINCE HE HAD ORDERS TO
REPORT THE PRESENCE OF ALL STRANGERS IN THE AREA
IMMEDIATELY TO THE CARABINEROS, THE SET OEF ON HORSEBACK
FOR THE EL ROBLE OUTPOST AND ARRIVED APPROXIMATELY 45
MINUTES LATER. ' LUIS LOPEZ CLAIMS NOT TO HAVE CONVERSED
WITH THIS STRANGER, BUT LATER IDENTIFIED HIM AS WEISFEILE
FROM PHOTOGRAPHS. LUIS LOPEZ REPORTED THE PRESENCE OF
THE STRANGER TO THE COMMANDER OF THE EL ROBLE OUTPOST,
SARGEANO 2ND CLASS JORGE COFRE VEGA. FOLLOWING LOPEZ’S
REPORE, THE CARABINEROS APPARENTLY SET OFF ON HORSEBACK
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TO SEARCH FOR THE STRANGER, EVEN THOUGH THE REPORTED .
PATH OF WEZISFEILER DOWN THE NUZLE RIVER VALLEY SHOULD =
EZVE TLKEN HIM DTR:CLAI PAST TEE CRRABINEZRDO OQUTPZOST.

ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY OF SGT. COFRE THE CARLBINEROS

WEREZ ASSISTED IN TH?lR SEARCH EY A MILITARY PATROL FROM

AN ARMY RHGIMLNT BASED IN CONCERCION WHICH HAPPENZD TO

CQ§EIDE M-
Hh oy f{ﬁ}j

Vuﬁ?”é?ﬁﬁ;

BAGE 02 SANTIA 04667 (02 Or 06 301708Z

BE IN THE AREA ON THE DAY QOF JﬂNDAPY 4, 1585. LUIS

LOPZZ IS THE LAST PERSON WHD REPORTEDLY SAW BORIS

WZISFEILER -

7- THE CARXABINERQOS AND ARMY PATROL SEARCEED THE NORTE R

T

" BANK OF THE NUBLE RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARY THE LOS SAUCES
pROM THEIR OUTPOST TO A POINT SLIGHETLY NORTH OF TEE
CONFLUENCE OF THE TWO RIVERS WHERE THE CASLEWAY IS
LOCATED.” THE SEARCH PARTY REPORTEDLY ENCOUNTERED :
FOOTPRINT(S) IN THE AREA BETWEEN THE CABLEWAY AND THE -
RIVIRS’ CONFLUENCE. COURT TESTIMONY AND INTERVIEWS,

HOWIVER, HAVE PRODUCED DIFFERING ACCOUNTS CONCERNING THE
FOOTPRINTS (SEE JUDICIAL SECTION). DESPITE THE APPARENT

.~ DPRESINCE OF FOOTPRINTS INDICATING THAT SOMEONE HAD

| APPROACHED THE CABLEWAY, THEN DOUSLED BACK TOWARD TEE

| CONFLUENCE OF THE NUBLE AND LOS SAUCES RIVERS, NO

SZARCE DOWNSTREAM FROM THE CONFLUENCE WAS MADE ON

JANULRY 4, 1985. THE ASSISTANT ARMY ATTACHE WAS TOLD

THAT THIS WAS BECAUSE IT WAS ALMOST DARK WHEN THE SEZARCH
PARTY RZACHED THE EDGE OF THE RIVER. RATHER, THIS WAS
DOSTPONED UNTIL THE FOLLOWING DAY, JANUARY 5, 1985.

VARIOUS SOURCES AGREE THAT THE WATERS OF THE LOS SAUCES

AND NUBLE RIVERS ARE SWIFT FLOWING IN THE PRESUMED AREA
)F WZISFEILER'S DISAPPEARANCE, AND THAT ON THE PARTICULAR

DAY OF HIS DISAPDEARANCE THE WATER WAS HIGH IN BOTH :

RIVERS. COMMENT: IT SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED THAT DAY .

LENGTH REACHES ITS MAXIMUM DURING THE MONTH OF JANUARY
IN CIILE. END COMMENT. e -

8. ON JANUARY 14TH OR ISTH, 1985, A BACKPACK LATER

CONFIRMED TO CONTAIN ITEMS BELONGING TO BORIS WEISFEILER

WAS RECOVERED. NEAR THE NUBLE RIVER (DRY OR WET, NORTH

OR SOUTH EDGE_ RERENDING ON WHICH ACCOUNT YOU BELIEVE).

BRSO
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APPROXIMATELY 1800 METERS DOWNSTREAM FROM THE CONFLUENCE
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(SEE JUDICIAL SECTION). NO BODY HAS EVER 3EEN FOUND.
WEZISFEILER’S PASSPORT AND HIS RETURN PLANE TICFZT TO

THE UNITED STATES ZARE MISSING, 2LONG WITH APDARENTLY

A SMALIL AMQUNT OF AMERICAN CURRENCY. ZVEN THQUZHE A4
CONSULAR OFFICER FIRST VISITED THE AREA ON JANUARY 24,
1585, HX APDPARENTLY WAS NOT INFORMED OF T=ZE RECOVERY OF
. THE BACKXPACK. IN ADDITION, THE CHILEAN JUDGE INITIATLY
ASSIGNED TO INVESTIGATE THE CRASE WAS NOT NQOTIFIED OF THE
FINDING OF TEE 3ACKPACK UNTIL TWENTY DRAYS AFT=ER ITS
REDPQRTED DISCCOVERY, THAT IS ON FEZBRUARY 3 OR 4TH. ON
FEBRUARY 4TH, 1585, RORIS WEISFEILER WAS DECLARED
DPRISUMED DEAD BY THE COURT Qr- SAN FARTAN CHILE. ON
MARCH €TH, 1985, THE WEISFEILER INQUEST WAS TEMPORARILY
CLOSED. IN APRIT,, 1985, ALL, QF THE CHILEAN CARAZTINEROS
S“RVING AT THE EL ROBLE QUTPOST.CEASEZD TO SERVE IN

ey =
IHE AREA .

M

n

»

1

OUTRPCST'S COMMANDER, SGT. COFRE VEGA RETIRED, WHILE
HE "REMAINING MEMBERS WERE TRANSFERRED TO POSITIONS IN
VARIOUS PARTS OF CHILE. SOMETIME DURING THE LATTER PART
OF 1585, LUIS ALBERTO LOPEZ, ONE OF THE KEY WITNESSES
IN THE CASE, WAS FOUND DEAD, APPARENTLY HANGING FROM -
ONE OF THE CABLES SUPPORTING THE CABLEWAY NORMALLY USED
- TO CROSS THE LOS SRUCES IN THE AREA WHERE BORIS

WEISFETLER ADPPARENTLY DISAPPREARED. THE EZXACT DATE

AND CIRCUMSTANCES CF LOPEZ’S DEATH ARE NOT KNOWN TO THE

EM3ASSY. ACCORDING TO A CARASINERQOS INVESTIGATION, HE

COMMITTZD SUICIDE BECAUSE HIS GIRLFRIEND LEFT HIM FOR

ANQTHER MAN. CARABINEROS CLAIM THEIR SOURCE WAS THE

CTRL S MOTHER. THE QFFICIAL POSITION OF CHILEAN

irORITLnS HAS BEEN AND REMAINS THAT 30RIS WEISFZILER

-
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o -
I
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MOST LIKELY DROWNED WHILE TRYING TO CRCSS AT THE CON-
FLUZNCE OF THE NU2LE AND LOS SAUCES RIVZIRS. TH=E CON-
FLUZNCE OF THE TWC RIVERS IS LOCATED SOME 25 KILOMETZERS
AS THE CROW FLIES FROM THE SOQUTHERN BQUNDARPY QOF THE
COLONTIA DIGNIDAD, 2 CONTROVERSIAL PERFECTIONIST RILIGIQUS
COMMUNITY FOUNDED IN THE ZARLY 1%60'S BY ZMIGRANTS FROM
GERMANY. A NUMBER OF PUBLISHED SQURCES ATLEGE THAT
DEQOPLE HAVE BEEN HELD AGAINST THEIR WILL IN THE COLONIA,
AND THAT COLONIA DIGNIDAD WAS USED AS A TORTURE CENTER
BY THE GOVERNMENT OF CHILE IN THE PERIOD 1573-1577. A
LOCAI, RESIDENT TOLD CONOFFr THAT THE PRESENCE OF THE
COLONIA IN THE VICINITY TENDS T9 MAXE THEZ AREA ESPECIALLY
SENSITIVZE TO THE CHEILEAN GOVERNMENT.

8. THE SEARCH FOR PROFESSOR WEISFEILER: ON JANUARY 21,
1985, GENERAL CLAUDIO CALDERON MORAG OF THE CHILEAN
CZRABINEROS NOTIFIED THE EMBASSY OF THEZ DISAPPEARANCE . )
IN THE NUBLE CANYON OF A POSSIBLE AMERICAN CITIZEN. .
A VICE-CONSUL ARRIVED IN THE AREA ON JANUARY 24, 1285, -
AND REQUESTED THE OPENING CF A JUDICIAL INQUZST IN THE :

COU?T QF SAN rABIAh DE ALICO DURING TEIS VISIT. ACCORDING

V)

PAGE (2 SANTIA 04667 03 OF 06 3017072

TO A CARABINERO REPORT OF JUNE 3, 1985, THE EMBASSY WAS
NOTIFIED OF THzZ RECOVERY OF WEISFEILER'S BACKPACK ON

JANUARY 21, 1985. CONOFF NOTES ARE NOT CLEAR CON EXACTLY

WHEN THIS INFORMATION WAS RECEIVED. A SECOND VISIT TO

THE AREA WAS MADE BY A CONSULAR OFFICER FEBRUARY 11-12,

1985, UPON THE DISCOVERY OF A BODY THOUGHT INCORRECTLY

TO BE THAT OF BORIS WEISFEILER. & NUM3ER OF SERRCHES

HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT BY CHILEANS IN -ADDITION TO THOSE
MENTIONED ABOVE. TWELVE VOLUNTEER FIREMEN FROM SAN . -
FABIAN DE ALICO SEARCHED THE BANKS OF THE RIVER NUBLE - .
SOME 20 KILOMETERS DOWNSTREAM FROM ITS CONFLUENCE ON

JANUARY 19, 1985. ON FEBRUARY 3RD, 1985 A HELICOPTER
INSPECTION OF THE AREA WAS MADE, AND ON THE 6TH AND 7TH

OrF THE SAME MONTH, NAVY FROGMEN_SEARCHED THE NUBLE RIVER

FROM ITS CONFLUENCE TO A POINT 3 KILOMETERS DOWNSTREAM. _

ON THE SAME DATE, THIRTY CARARINEROS SEARCHEED BOTH BANKS

JF THE NUBLE FROM ITS CONFLUENCE TO AN AREZ DOWNSTREAM - -

“NOWN AS LAS MERCEDES. FINALLY, ON FEBRUARY 19TH,

HILEAN FIREMEN RETURNED TO THE AREA, INTERVIEWED
INDIVIDUALS ABOUT THE CASE, AND SEARCHED THE RIVER
3ANKS 'FOCR 24 KILOMETERS DOWNSTREAM. TELEXES WERE SENT

Page
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RV CHILEAN AUTHORITIES 70 THE CRIMINAL COURTS OF

QUIRITJE, COILEMU AND CZILLAN TO DETEZEMINE IF A D“ATL
QF ANYONZ FITTING WEISFEILER'S D“SFRLPTLON HzD BE

-H-OQ £D. A STANDING ORD=ZR WAS ALSD ISSUED TO R:PORT

THE AD2PEARANCE OF ANY UKTDJNTEFIED 30DIES RESEMSLING

WEISFEILER. A THIRD CONSULAE VISIT TO THE :REA OF

DISLOPEARANCE WAS MEDE IN QCTOEER, 1985. AT THIS POINT,

NUMBER OF WITNEZSSES TO T=E CAS: WZREZ INTZRVIEWEL,

WELL AS THE LOCARL JUDGE ORIGINALLY ASSIGWZD TO THE

= COMMENT: BY THRIS TIME THE JUDGE HAD REETIRED

ND ﬂV CASP HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED TO THE SECOND CRIMINAL

e Tl pa
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_BACE 03 SANTIA 04667 03 QOF 06 3017072 ‘
COURT OF SAN CARTCS. END COMMENT. OTHZR PERSCNS -
HAVING INFORMATION PERTINENT TO THE CASE WERZ INTER-

VIEWED IN THE SANTIAGO AREA.

10. A SZRIES OF DIPLOMATIC NOTES HAVE 3EEN DXCHANGED ON -
THz WEISFEILER CASE. AFTER THE ORIGINAL NCTIFICZATION

BY LETTER ON JANUARY 21, 1985, AND THZ FEBRUARY 4TH

DECLAZATION BY THE CHILEANS THAT WEZISFZILER WAS MISSING

AND 39TSUM?D DEAD, THE EMBASSY S=ENT DIPLOMATIC NOTE

18 EXPRESSING THANKS FOR THE EFFQORTS MADE TO LOCATE

_LS-TILTR AND REQUZSTING THE CONTINUARTION OF SUCH

EFTORTS. WHEN NO REPLY HAD BEEN RECEIVED, THE EM3ASSY

ENT DIPLOMARTIC NOTE #24 ON APRIL 4, 1983 REQUESTING

A REPLY TO QUR NQTE #18, AS WELL AS SPECIAL EFFORTS

TO LOCATE WEISFZILER. ON APRIL 26, 1585 WE RECEIVED

CHILEZAN NOTE £09226 IN REPLY. THIS NOTE INDICAT:D THE

NATURE OF THE INFORMATION GIVEN CHILEAN AUTHORITIZS

BY INDIVIDUALS IN.THE AREA QF WEISFEILER'S DISADPEARANCE,

INCLUDING THE TWQO- LEGPEZ BROTHERS, AND RECOUNTED THE :

VARIOUS SEARCH EFFORTS WHICH HAD BEZEN UNDERTAKEN. OUR

NOTE #38 OF MAY 15, 1985 THANKED THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN

AFFAIRS FOR NOTE 09226, AND INQUIRED AS TO WHAT FUITURE -

EFFORTS WERE ENVISAGED. WHEN NO REDLY- WAS® RECEIVED, . o

THE EM3ASSY SENT FOLLOW-UP? NOTE #£68 ON AUGUST 19, 1985 -
WHEICH AGAIN ASKED WHAT ACTIONS HAD BEEN TAKEN SINCE

APRIL, 1985 AND WHAT WAS CONTEMPLATED FOR THE FUTURE.

THIS SECOND NOTE FROM THE EMBASSY (£68) PRECIPITATED -

TWO RESPONSES FROM THE CHILEAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN :
AFFAIRS. ON SEPTEMBER 17, 1985 WE RECEIVED NOTE 21298 -
WHICH REITERATED TEE ACTIONS TAKEN IN THE SEARCH FOR )

U} U
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MR. WEISFEILER AND NOTIFIED US THAT ALL JUDICIAL
PROCEEDINGS HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED TCO THEZ SECOND CRIMINAL
COURT OF SAN CARLOS, CHILE. ON 7 OCTO3ER, 19853,

WZ RECEIVED A SESCOND NOTEZ NUMBERED 22505 WHICH AGAIN
REITZRATED THE EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN, AND ALSO INCLUDZD A
LIST OF THE PERSONS QUESTIONED BY JUDICIAL AUTHORITIES.
NOTE 225086 STATED THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO NEW DEVELOPMENTS
IN THE CASE. ON DECEMBER S5, 1985 THE EMBASSY SENT NOTE
#87 CONCERNING THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING
TEE CASE. ON JUNE 3, 1986, CARABINERO GENERAL TORRES
WROTE. THE CONSUL GENEZRAL A SIX-PAGE REBORT ON THE POLICE
INVESTIGATION. ON AUGUST 18, 1985, AMBASSADOR BARNES
WAS GIVEN A COPY OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S FILE ON TEE
WEISFEILER CASE DURING A MEETING IN WHICH HE DISCUSSED
THE CASZ WITH CHILEAN MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS
JAIME DEL VALLE.

~11. ON AUGUST 26, 1986, THE EMBASSY SENT NOTE #072

EXPRESSING APDRECIATION FOR RECEIPT OF THE FOREIGN :
MINISTRY'S FILE, AND POSING SIX SPECIFIC QUESTIONS _
CONCERNING THE CASE. THE FOLLOWING AREAS OF INQUIRY s -

s o o mnr mae -~ A
. . ._ — ‘h"-' .\"_ E .-" :' !'. -
IO ENTIRE T (i
PAGE 02 * SANTIA 04667 04 OF 06 3017082 -

WERE RAISED BY NOTE #072: BY WHOM, WHEN AND WHERE WAS
WEISFEILER’S BACKPACK FQUND; WHERE AND WHEN WERE THE
FOOTPRINTS SEEN, AND BY WHOM,; WHAT DID THE BACKPACK
CONTAIN AT THE TIME OF ITS FINDING WHICH ALLOWED IT
TO BE IDENTIFIED AS BELONGING TO WEISFEILER; AT WHAT
TIME DID WEISFEILER ARRIVE AND LEAVE THE HOTEL IN

W
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- DEVELOPMENT THAT MIGHT HAVE A BEARING IN THE CASE. ON =

LOS ANGZLES, AND FROM WHOM WAS THIS INFORMATION .
Q=TAINZD; WHY DID THE POLICE NCT REPORT WeISFEILIZIR'S i
DISLPPEARANCE TO JUDICIAL AUTHORITIES; AND FINALLY,

WHY THZ CHILEAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, D.C. RECEIVED
INFORMATION ABQUT THE CASE FROM THE FOREIGN MINISTRY
ONLY AFTZR THE EMBASSY MADE INQUIRIES. WHEN NO

REPLY HAD BEEZIN RECEIVED 3Y THzZ END QF 1286 TO OUR

NOTZ #072 OF AUGUST, THE EMBASSY SENT NOTE #1 OF
JANURARY 6, 1987 REQUESTING 4 REPLY TO NOTE #072.

ON APRIL 1, 1387, THE MINISTRY REPLIED THAT INQUIRY HAD
BEEN MADE QF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. INTERIOR HAD
REPORTED THAT "NEW INVESTIGATIONS CARRIED OUT IN REGARD
TO THIS CASE HAD SO FAR PROVEN FRUITLEZSS, "™ BUT THAT
30TH CARABINERQS AND THE PLAINCLOTHES DETECTIVE POLICE
WERE UNDER ORDER, IN THE CITY OF SAN CARLOS AS WELL AS
CTHER LOCALITIES OF THE REGION, TO REEPORT ANY NEW

W

APRIL 7, 1987, THE EMBASSY'S ASSISTANT ARMY ATTACHE

MET "WITH THE CARABINERQO COLONEL IN CHARGE OF INVESTIGATIN

THE CASE_AND THE AMBASSADOR MET SEPARATELY WITH GENERAL .
STANGE, THE DIRECTOR OF THE CARABINEROS. ON APRIL 13, -
CARASINERQ GENZRAL DPORTILLA SENT THE ATTACHE AN OFrICIAL --
LETTER WHICH ADDRESS THE SIX QUESTIONS POSED BY OUR

AUGUST, 1986 NOTE AND REITERATED BY THE ATTACHE.

THIS DOCUMENT PROVIDED NO NEW INFORMATION, BUT ADDED YET

ANOTHER LAYZR OF DETAILS ABOUT THE CASE, SOME OF WHICH

CONTRADICTED TEOSE PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED BY CHILEAN

CONFIDENTLAL 7
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12. JUDICIAL AND INVESTIGATORY ASPECTS OF THE CASE: A
NUM3ER OF ASPECTS OF THE WEISFEILER CASE ARE PROBLEMATIC

THERE ARE CONTRADICTIONS ON SEVERAL POINTS BETWEEN THE
OFFICIAL TESTIMONY OF DIFFERENT WITNESSES, AND WITH ) -
INFORMATION QFFERED PRIVATELY TO CONOFFS. -SOME-IMPORTAN

AVENUES WERE NEZVER EXPLORED IN THE INVESTIGATION. WHILE

THEZ GOC’'S EXPLANATION--PROBABLE DEATH BY DROWNING--CANNO

BE DISMISSED, IT IS CLEARLY ONLY ONE OF THE POSSIBLE

EXPLANATIONS FOR THE DISAPPEARANCE OF PROFESSOR BORIS

WEISFEILER. THE MOST IMPORTANT CONTRADICTIONS IN THE

INFORMATION GATHERED LIE IN THREE AREAS: ONE, WHETHER

OR NOT BORIS WEISFEILER ACTUALLY TRAVELLED TO LOS ANGELE » -
AND SPENT THE NIGHT IN A HOTEL THERE; TWO,  -WHO SAW THE :
FOOTPRINTS, WHERE AND WHEN; AND THREE, WHO INITIALLY

TOUND THE BACKPACK, WHERE WAS IT LOCATED, AND IN WHAT

CONDITION. THERE ARE A NUMBER OF LESS IMPORTANT AREAS

WHERE "THE INFORMATION IS ALSQO CONTRADICTORY. '
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13. ALTHOUGH IT IS CLAIMED THAT BORIS WEISFEILER STAYED -
E EVENING IN A LOS5 ANGELES HOTEL, THE TWO PERSONS
WHZQO DROVIDED REGISTRATION INFORMATION ON WEISFEILER WERE
NOT ACTUALLY IN THE HOTEL WHEN WEISFEILER REGISTZRED,

AND DO NOT CAAIM TO HAVE PERSONALLY SEEN HIM. TRE EEAD
" COOK OF THE HOT THE ONLY PERSON REPORTED TO HAVE

SEEN WEISFEILER Al TEEZ HOTEL, AND TO HAVE RESPONDED

(IN ENGLISH) TO WEISFEILER'S TRAVEL QUESTIONS, MIS-

IDENTIFIED HIM AS HAVING BLOND, RATHER THAN BLACKX HAIR.

A )
-

WHILE THE HOTEL ADMINISTRATORS STATED. THAT WEISFEILE

PAID HIS HOTEL BILL WITH HIS VISA CARD, NO RECQORD OF
SUCH A C{APGL HAS EVER APPEARED ON WEIS EILER'S ACCOUNT.

o -"15 AR RS RSN &
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TAGS: CASC, CI, KPRP (WEISFEILER, BORIS)
SUBSJECT: REVIEW OF -W/W CASE OF BORIS WEISFEILER

14. THE TESTIMONY GIVEN BY SECOND SERGEANT COFRE ON

31 JANUARY, 1585 INDICATES THAT A SINGLE FOOTPRINT WAS .

FOUND ON THE EAST BANK OF THE LOS SAUCES DURING-THE - - T

INITIAL SEARCH CONDUCTED THE EVENING OF JANUARY 4, 1985 .
IN INTERVIEWS, JOSE LOPEZ, INDICATED FIRST THAT ON
JANUARY 4, 1985 HE SAW FOOTPRINTS WHICH WENT TO TEE
CABLEWAY AND THEN DOUBLED BACK TOWARD THE CONFLUENCE OF

THE TWO RIVERS. LATER, LOPEZ CLAIMED THAT HE WAS UNABLE_ !
TO LOCATE THE FOOTPRINTS THE FOLLOWING DAY. ANOTHER

SOURCE TOLD CONOFFS THAT LOPEZ TOLD HIM THAT IN FACT HE

NEVER SAW FOCTPRINTS BUT WAS PRESSURED BY CARABINEROS T - -
TESTIFY THAT HE DID. REPORTS FROM CARABINEROS STATE

THAT THE FOOTPRINTS WERE ALSO SEEN DURING THE MORE

ZXTENSIVE SEARCH CONDUCTED BY CARABINEROS THE DAY OF

JANUARY 5, 1985. THUS, ASIDE FROM THE CARABINEROS
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INVESTIGATING TEE CASE, IT IS NOT CLEAR THAT THERE IS
INDEPENDENT CONFIRMATION OF TEE EXISTENCE OF THE
FOOTPRINTS. ON THE CTHER HAND, NEITHER IS THERE ANY
EVIDENCE THAT WOULD SUGGEST OR CONFIRM THAT WEISFEILER
PID NOT LEAV“ FOOTPRINTS SOMEWHERE ALONG THE NORTH BANK
8 \ E, JE'WL ARE TO BELIEVEZ LOPEZ’S TESTIMONY

PAGE 02 SANTIA 04667 05 OF 06 301709Z

THAT HE HELPED WEISFEILER CROSS THE RIVER TO THE NORTH

BANK. OF COURSE, EVEN IF FOOTPRINTS HAD BEEN PHOTOGRAPHE

AND MPASURED WE HAVE NO WAY OF_KNOWING, IN THE ABSENCE

OF A BODY, WHETEER THEY MIGHT BE WEISFEILER'S.

15._ FINALLY CONTRADICTIONS EXIST OVER WHO DISCOVERED

WEISFEILER’'S BACKPACK. THE APRIL, 1987 CARABTINEROS REPOR

SAYS TE=. BACKPACK WAS DISCOVERED ON JANUARY 14, 19385

BY ONE ALADINO CONTRERAS, WHILE FISHINCG IN THE NUEBLE

RIVER (ON WHICH BANK IS UNSTATED). A SECOND ACCOUNT

STAT“” THAT THE PACK WAS FOUND OW THE NORTH BANK OF THE
IVER NUBLE. THE CARASINERO REPORT OF JUNE, 1985 STATES

THAT A CARRBINERC PATROL ENCOUNTERED THE PACK DURI

A SEARCH QPERATION ON THE NORTH BANK ON JANUARY 15, 1985.

SOMZ ACCOUNTS STATE THAT WZEISFEILER'S DPACK WAS CLOSED

AND DRY WHIN FIRST FOUND, OTHERS THAT THE ®PACK WAS OPEN

AND WZET, OR DPARTIALLY IN THE WATER, WITH ITS CONTENTS

STRZWN A3QUT THE RIVER BANK. ‘

¥l

18. CZRTAIN INVESTIGATIVE LEADS WEZRE APPARENTLY NEVER
FOLLOWED UP? OR ONLY PURSUED LONG AFTER WEISFEILER'S
DISAPPEARANCE. SO FAR AS WE CAN TELL, NO ATTEMPT WAS
MaDzm TO VERIFY WEISFEILER'S PRESENCE IN LOS ANGELES WITH
"SOURCES QUTSIDE OF ‘THE HOTEL, NOR TO CHECK WITH PARTIES
WHO MIGHT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SHED LIGHT ON THE ROUTE
TAXEN BY WEISFEILER BETWEEN LOS ANGELES AND THE UPPER
REACHES OF THE NUBLE RIVER VALLEY. ASSISTANT ARMY
ATTACHE WAS TOLD BY CARABINEROS ON APRIL, 1987 THAT. .
WZISFEILER TOOK A BUS FROM LOS ANGELES TOWARD THE NUBLE
VALLEY, HOWEVER. SECONDLY, ALTHOQUGH JOSE LOPEZ STATED
IN COURT TESTIMONY THAT A SECOND PERSON FROM THE AREA
SPENT THE EVENING OF JANUARY 3, 1985 WITH EIMSELF AND
WEISFEILER, THIS PLRSON WAS'NEVLR INTERVIEWED ABOUT THE

PAGE 03 SANTIA 04667 05 OF 06 3017085Z

CASE. NEITHER WERE MEMBERS OF THE ARMY PATROL WHO WERE

B
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IN THE AREA ON THE PRESUMED DATE OF WEISFEILER'S )
DISAPDEARANCE. FINALLY, THERE ARE A NUMBER OF INDICATIO :
THAT BOTH JOSE AND LUIS LOPEZ WSRE UNDER - CONSIDERABLE
PRESSURE FROM THE CARABINERCS TO CONFIRM THE OFFICIAL
STORY AND TO MJQYIMIZE INDEPENDENT CONTACT WITH CONSULAR
OFFICERS. TH'P%’I'I WAS INITIALLY
2ECZDTIVE TO APDROACHES FROM CONSULAR OFFLCERS, AND IN
FACT . TO THE CONSULATE AFTER
SHORTLY THEREAFTER,
HOWEVER, "} ABRUPTLY .BROKE OFF. ALL CONTACT WITH
THE CONSULATE AND"A CONOFF WAS “TOLD THROUGE AN INTER-
MEDIARY THAT ™ ) wAs "AFRATD" REMAIN
IN CONTACT WiTH THE EMBASSY. TEISt I%lHAD
DREVIQUSLY BEEN HIGHLY CRITICAL-OF Tam CARABINEROS’
HANDLING OF THE CASE, AND INTIMATED TO A CONOFE XIS
; FEELING THAT THE CARABINZROS WERE INVOLVED IN WEISFEILER' -7
DISADPEARANCE. ‘A SECOND LOCAL SOURCE INTERVIEWED
TWICE- ABOUT THE CASE STATED THAT THERE WAS A HEAVY
MILITARY PRESENCE IN THE AREA DURING THE M S OF
DECEMBER, 1985 AND JANUARY, 1985, AND THAT] - j:}
¥aD INTIMATED TO HIM THAT HE SUSPECTED MILIThky
INVOLVEMENT IN WEISFEILER'S DISAPPEARANCE. AT TEZ SAME
TIME, THIS.SOURCE DISCOUNTED THZ POSSIBILITY OF COLONIA
DIGNIDAD'S INVOLVEMENT. AN ARTICLE ON THE CASE WHICH
ADPEARED IN THE CHILEAN MAGAZINZ "ANALISIS" ALLEGES THAT
A RELIASLE SOURCE TOLD THEM THAT "WHEN PROFESSOR -
WEZISFEILER ATTEMPTED TO USE THE CABLEWAY HE WAS FORCED
TO GIVE UP BY A GROUP OF SOLDIERS, WHO ADVISED HIM NOT
TO CONTINUE ADVANCING."

it
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TAGS:. CASC, CI, KPR? (WEISFEILER, BORIS)
SUBJECT: REVIEW OF W/W CASE OF BORIS WEISrFEILER

17. THUS, NO SATISFACTORY ANSWER HAS YET BEEN GIVEN TO
THE QUEZSTION OF WHY AN EXPERIENCED BACKDPACKER SUCH AS
WEISFEILER WOULD ATTEMPT A RIVER CROSSING IN AN
O3VIQUSLY DANGERQUS PLACE WHEN HZE APPARENTLY HAD BIEN
TOLD OF A CABLEWAY'S EXISTENCE BY JOSE LOPEZ. NEITHER

IS IT CLEAR HOW WEISFEILER COULD EAVE PASSED THEEZ EL
ROBLE CAR2ZBINERQOS STATION, AS WELL AS THE AREA ARQUND
THAE CABLEWAY, WHICH IS IN CLEAR SIGHT QF A HOUSE

OWNED BY A LOCAL RESIDENT NAMED MARCIAL SANDOVAL, WITHOU
EAVING EVER BEZN OBSZRVED BY EITHER PARTY.

18. DURING MARCH. 1985, ' -
’ DREPARED AN (NU=PENDENT DOCUMENT FOR

~THE EMBASSY WHICE IALYZED THE CASE ?ND-INDICATTD e
SEVERBRAT, POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTIONJ{ - CONSIDER )
FIVE -BOSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS FOR THE DISAPPEARANCA OF BORI
WEISFEILER: VOLUNTARY DISAPPEARANCE, KIDNAPPING, SUICIDE
DROWNING AND HOMICIDE. HEHE CONCLUDED THAT VOLUNTARY
DISAPPZARANCE, SUICIDE AND KIDNAPPING WERE UNLIKELY, THE -
LATTER Z2ECAUSE CF THE APPEARANCE OF WEISFEILER’'S PACK.
WHILE NCT DISCOUNTING DROWNING AS A DOSSLBTLITY,
CQNFTDENIEAL?”*'?E
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= T&LSTATVD THAT IT WAS DIFFICULT TO SQUARE THIS
“EXPLANAT WITH WEISFEILER'S BACK COUNTRY EXPERTISE,
HIS ADPARENT KNOWLEDGE OF THE CABLEWAY, AND THE FACT THAT

HIS BODY HAS NEVER BEEN RECOVERED. (THE CARABINEROS

CLAIM THERE ARE NUMEROUS UNDERWATER CAVES IN WHICH THE

30DY COULD HAVE BEEN LODGED. r'n' L’ANALYSIS AND

7,0CAL SOURCES, HOWEVER, INDICATED THAT IT IS RARE THAT

BODIES OR DARTS OF BODIES DROWNED IN THE RIVER HAVE NOT _
RESURFACED WITHIN THREE WEEKS.) AFTER DISCARDING ]
ROBBERY-RELATED HOMICIDE AS NOT CREDIBLE BECAUSE OF THE. -
REAPPEARANCE OF THE PACK (ALTHOUGH NOT OF THE U.S.

curRrRENCY) , [ - TURNED TO THE POSSIBILITY THAT : .
WEISFEILER WAS KILLED FOR UNKNOWN REASONS BY CARASINEROS.

YIS CONCLUSION WAS AS FOLLOWS: "THIS IS THE ONLY

IXPLANATION WHICH TAKES ACCOUNTTAT THE SAME TIME OF THE

JISAPPEARANCE OF THE CADAVER AND THE DISCOVERY OF THE -

TULL PACK...THE DACK AND ITS CONTENTS HAVING BEEN )
>LACED IN THE LOCATION WHERE THEY WERE FOUND IN ORDER .

TQ FEIGN AN ACCIDENTAL DEATH." AT _THE TIME HE DREDARED

{IS MEMORANDUM, f é:JWAS NOT IN

S0SSESSION OF THE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ADPDARENT

IXTENSIVE MILITARY PRESENCE IN THE AREA DURING THE TIME

o YEELASSIEED e 2
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OF WEISFEILER’'S DISAPPEARANCE. THUS, HE DID NOT CONSIDER
E POSSIBILITY THAT MILITARY, RATHER THAN CARABINERO
PERSONNEL WERE INVOLVED IN WEISFEILER'S DEATH. COMMENT:
NEITHER DID JEAVE AVAILARLE TQ HIM INFORMATION
RECENTLY RECEIVED BY THE EMBASSY WHICH WOULD, IF CON-

FIRMED, SUPPQRT A DIFFERENT CONCLUSION. THIS INFORMATION.

15 CURRENTLY RBEING EVALUATED. END COMMENT. .
ANATLYSIS OF THE CASE WAS POUCHED TO THE DEPARTMENT.

i3. ONLY VERY RECENTLY, THE EMBASSY RECEIVED N=W

06 OF 06 301710Z

UP TO SCRUTINY, WOULD THRCW A WHOLE NEW LIGHT ON THE
CASE,-AND CALL INTC QUESTION A SUBSTANTIAL PORTICN OF
THZE INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY RECEIVED AND REPORTED CON-
CERNING "WEISFEILER'S DISAPPEARANCE, SEPTEL WILL REPORT
ON TEIS DEVELOPMENT. BARNES : '
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